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Reports from PSD on recent activities at LC are available at several sites on the Web, including LC’s report at ALA midwinter, http://www.loc.gov/ala/mw-2010-update.html and PSD’s section in that report, http://www.loc.gov/ala/mw-2010-update.html#policy, and the annual report to MLA and MOUG on music and sound recordings activities at LC, whose URL wasn’t available at the time this report to SAS was prepared.   PSD’s home page is http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/queries.html.  This report will concentrate on selected subject activities over the past year.


COOKERY AND COOKING.  From time to time PSD undertakes projects for subject headings changes that are major in terms of the preparation and bibliographic file maintenance they require.  Last September we announced that we wanted to modernize the subject headings treatment for cooking and cookbooks.  After several rounds of public comment and discussion inside PSD, in January we posted the outcome of our deliberations at http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/cooking3.pdf, and we are now in the process of changing the authority and bibliographic records that are affected.

NEW DEVELOPMENTS.  There are some new developments in subject access under way.


MARC Authority Format field 072 Subject Category Code.   The Policy and Standards Division is embarking on an experiment to determine whether it is feasible to add 072 fields to subject authority records.  The 072 field contains a code for the subject category that is associated with the heading.  That field acts in tandem with the 073 Subdivision Usage field, which appears in subject subdivision records.  When the information in an 072 field matches that in an 073 field, it should be possible for computers to provide lists of free-floating subdivisions allowable under an individual heading, which would be an aid to catalogers.  It is also possible that such a match could permit servers to formulate all possible LC subject headings.  The subdivision authority records (MARC tags 180 and 185) already include an 073 field that contains the Subject Headings Manual instruction sheet numbers in which the subdivision is listed, but the Library of Congress has not yet implemented the 072 field in authority records for headings.  

PSD is beginning an experiment to determine the best way to approach the addition of 072s and the code(s) they should contain.  The fact that there are numerous exceptions contained in the instruction sheets, for example in their footnotes, poses a challenge.  PSD has decided to approach the problem from two angles.  The first approach is to work with an existing pattern list of free-floating subdivisions that contains a relatively small number of applicable headings, such as Materials, H 1158, to see if the heading authority records can be found easily, and to determine whether the addition of the 072 to any of those heading records could be misleading (i.e., are there any exceptional materials headings to which the free-floating subdivisions for materials would not apply).  The second approach is to write an instruction sheet for a new pattern, in this case, topical works on moving images, with computer processing in mind (i.e., with few or no exceptions included).  The appropriate headings will then be extracted from LCSH and unforeseen exceptions will be accounted for.  PSD plans to use the results of this experiment to determine whether a project to add 072 fields to subject authority records can move forward at this time, and if so, what the procedures should be.  If the experiment is successful, we will investigate writing a program to automatically add the 072 fields to the selected subject authority records.

Social tagging.  LC hasn’t provided any opportunities to participate in social tagging of its bibliographic records because the database is housed behind a firewall where end users cannot interact with it.  However, PSD is investigating other options for social tagging that will be outside the firewall.  The most promising is to use the LCSH SKOS interface, http://id.loc.gov/authorities/.  PSD is working with the Network Development and MARC Standards Office to add such a mechanism to the interface, perhaps by modifying the “comments” box or by adding a separate box specifically for the inputting of social tags.  At the same time, PSD is investigating the possibility of adding social tagging to Cataloger’s Desktop and Classification Web, both of which may be particularly useful for catalogers.  With the implementation of expected new enhancements for Classification Web in 2010, there should be a mechanism to allow more direct user input into the product.

MUSIC ACTIVITIES IN THE GENRE/FORM INITIATIVE.   To enable long-planned official collaboration between LC and MLA in the music project of the LC’s genre/form initiative, MLA appointed the MLA-BCC Genre/Form Task Force, which has been working with the LC  Music Genre/Form Project Group for about a year.   The objective of all the work being done under this initiative is the development of a genre/form thesaurus that will supplement LCSH, which will eventually be the repository for our controlled vocabulary of topical terms.  We have sent MLA our first annual report, which the task force chair, Beth Iseminger, distributed to the task force and elsewhere in MLA.

Working with recommendations made by MLA last June in response to master lists of LCSH vocabulary for genre/form terms and medium of performance terms, which we posted on the LC Genre/Form web site, http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/genremusic.html, we have produced a series of discussion papers and tables that, together with MLA’s original vocabulary spreadsheets, constitute our working documents,   We are working simultaneously with broad issues and individual headings.  Some of the comments we received from MLA, and discoveries we’ve made in our own work, led to our decision to undertake a certain amount of LCSH clean-up as we go along, rather than wait for a time much closer to implementation of genre/form tagging for music headings.  On the other hand, some problem areas, including some we have long recognized, will not be addressed because they will be resolved in the new day of genre/form implementation.

So far, we have a “short list” of about 1,000 genre/form terms extracted from LCSH that we all agree should eventually be transferred to the thesaurus.  To assure continuity from the weekly updates to LCSH since MLA’s reports, PSD is maintaining two open lists of terms assigned to musical works and instruments, etc., used as mediums of performance.  These can be periodically reviewed by the task force and the project group and added as appropriate to the list of thesaurus terms, and eventually, the agreed-on list of medium of performance terms.


Under active discussion or in preparation for future discussion are:
· a lengthy table of questions from MLA with LC’s responses; some of the issues addressed are easily disposed of; others will need to be discussed and decisions made over time;

· the term “sacred” in headings

· new treatment of headings for individual psalms

· subdivisions

· the treatment of sacred music in LCSH other than in headings for Christian and Jewish sacred music

· the use of the form subdivision $v Music with headings for classes of persons

· topical headings containing medium that are needed in LCSH

· headings that are best considered in small groups, notably those that overlap, or for concepts that overlap, with other disciplines or activities, such as literature and children’s games.


VALIDATION RECORDS.  For several years PSD has been creating “validation records”, simple authority records based on subject heading strings in bibliographic records.  Most validation records are created programmatically from heading strings that have been used on twenty or more bibliographic records. PSD has created approximately 50,000 validation records to date at a rate of five hundred new records each week.  We expect that the first pass through all the subject headings currently existing in the bibliographic database will be completed by the end of 2010.  Validation records are also created by searching individual free-floating subdivisions to find every heading in which a subdivision is used, verifying that the heading string is properly constructed, and then creating a validation record.  This is a time-intensive process; staff have been doing it for a year, and are still in the “A” section of the free-floating list of subdivisions.  Validation records can be viewed in Classification Web if an individual user chooses to do so.
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